
Faith, Justice & Reparations in Evanston: Ways to Move Forward

Personal Actions
1. Sign the National Council of Churches

petition in support of HR-40. Do what
you can to build support for this effort.

2. Share your Social Capital (your
networks) with those engaged in the
Reparations movement.

3. Provide technical support to people
working on the Reparations Programs in
Evanston (Robin Rue Simmons)

4. Help Shorefront Legacy Center do its
important work (research, technology
support, other volunteer opportunities)

5. Donate to Evanston’s Reparations
programs and encourage other folks to
do the same

6. Be more engaged in listening to the
problems folks have encountered, to the
harm that has been done.

7. Share the Faith, Justice and
Reparations in Evanston website and
tape recordings with your faith
community. Let people know they can
listen to this workshop series on-line.

8. Support Black Owned Businesses
9. Give significantly to programs advancing

Black wealth; pay it forward.
10. Set up a personal IRA = Individual

Reparations Account; use it to make
donations to reparations, Historically
Black Colleges, scholarships for Black
students, other nonprofits working to
end systemic racism or close the gap for
Black Americans.

11. Search out non-profits doing good work
and support them with volunteer time.

12. Work to raise wages (or hire people
ourselves) and pay workers a
“Reparations bonus”

13. Earmark donations for reparations or
efforts to close the gap in personal
estate planning.

14. Continue Education - book, movie, play
discussions. Read appropriate books to

help us understand the problem (The
Color of Law; The Tears We Cannot
Stop; See Resource List on Workshop
Website for others)

15. Learn about a bank's history regarding
loans and mortgages to Black borrowers
before choosing/continuing with a bank

16. Make a substantial financial contribution
to fair housing, maybe by bequeathing
money in your will

17. Giving to land trust or affordable housing
(Local organizations like Community
Partners for Affordable Housing or
Joining Forces for Affordable Housing)

18. Be a volunteer tester with Open
Communities

19. Work to end housing discrimination by
helping groups that do real estate
testing or lobby for legislative change
and more affordable housing (Joining
Forces for Affordable Housing)

20. Volunteer to offer professional support to
folks who want to delve into this further
– AV support, slide prep, meeting
facilitation, etc.

21. Tutor (and solicit volunteers from
Northwestern and local business)

22. Contribute or volunteer to support those
leaving prison and support their
reintegration into society.

23. Keep a running list of local non profits
working on racism for donations
(Citizens Network of Protection;
Evanston Community Foundation)

24. Join the NAACP Evanston Chapter and
attend their annual fundraising banquet.

25. Look at the Resources on Ways to Move
Forward on the Faith, Justice &
Reparations website

26. Visit North of Chicago: Shorefront
Stories and Legacies, an exhibit in the
Tower Gallery at Northminster
Presbyterian Church.

https://b-nielsen.wixsite.com/website/resources
https://b-nielsen.wixsite.com/website/resources
https://b-nielsen.wixsite.com/website/resources
https://northminpres.org/north-of-chicago-shorefront-stories-and-legacies-exhibition/
https://northminpres.org/north-of-chicago-shorefront-stories-and-legacies-exhibition/
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Individual Faith Community Actions

1. Sign the National Council of Churches
petition in support of HR-40. Do what
you can to build support for this effort.

2. Appoint another delegate to Interfaith
Action to serve on their Social Justice
Committee

3. Keep those working for racial equity and
reparations in prayer, and pray for the
leadership, the work to be done and for
those harmed.

4. Take a special offering or use Mission
and Social Justice Funds to donate to
Evanston’s Reparations programs

5. Develop partnerships between white-
and BIPOC-identified houses of worship.
We need to encourage partnerships
between churches, especially those of
different races. Pair churches up to
overcome racial barriers in worship and
to increase understanding across
groups.

6. Broader viewing of the Faith, Justice
and Reparations Workshop Series
videos by faith community members.

7. Provide anti-racism "tips" in weekly
church newsletter

8. Institute "truth commissions" in your
house of worship

9. Houses of worship could set up their
own Reparations programs within their
congregations to make grants and to
make amends

10. Begin the work to acknowledge losses
suffered by local native Americans, our
complicity, and work toward repair.

11. Support the organizations that have
historically worked for Reparations

12. Congregations Fundraising for
Community Partners

13. Continue Community Education: One
church did a showing of the PBS

documentary “The 13th”. Other
congregations might want to do the
same. Might also want to read James
Cone’s “Cross and the Lynching Tree.”
(See Resource List on Workshop
Website for other ideas)

14. Give scholarships to high school
graduates. Provide scholarships for
Evanston students of color to local
community colleges

15. Support a prison ministry for those
leaving prison. Help with their
reintegration into society.

16. Keep a running list of local non profits
working on racism for donations
(Citizens Network of Protection;
Evanston Community Foundation)

17. Participate in the YWCA’s 21-DAY
Anti-Racism Challenge for Faith Groups

18. Bring a group from your faith community
to view North of Chicago: Shorefront
Stories and Legacies, an exhibit in the
Tower Gallery at Northminster
Presbyterian Church.

https://www.ywca-ens.org/21-day-anti-racism-challenge/
https://www.ywca-ens.org/21-day-anti-racism-challenge/
https://northminpres.org/north-of-chicago-shorefront-stories-and-legacies-exhibition/
https://northminpres.org/north-of-chicago-shorefront-stories-and-legacies-exhibition/
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Evanston Faith Communities as a whole

1. Interfaith Action - Social Action
Committee focus on Racial Equity and
Reparations.

2. Interfaith Action of Evanston - Sign the
National Council of Churches petition in
support of HR-40.

3. Develop a directory of social justice
activists in the various Evanston houses
of worship so we can more easily
connect.

4. Support and Network with other faith
community Social Justice committees.

5. Faith communities should give
donations and expertise, and should
lead the effort toward change

6. Develop partnerships between white-
and BIPOC-identified houses of worship.

7. We need to encourage partnerships
between churches, especially those of
different races. Pair churches up to
overcome racial barriers in worship and
to increase understanding across
groups.

8. Set up an anti-racism newsletter and
share ideas for possible action with a
wider group

9. Institute an Evanston “Truth
Commission” to research faith
communities complicity in racism

10. Begin the work to acknowledge losses
suffered by local native Americans, our
complicity, and work toward repair.

11. Support prison ministries for those
leaving prison. Help with their
reintegration into society.

12. Keep a running list of local non profits
working on racism for donations
(Citizens Network of Protection;
Evanston Community Foundation, etc.)
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Evanston Community

1. Red-lining is still occurring in Evanston.
New residents are told, based on race,
where to look for housing. We’re being
kept separate through restrictive
housing. This needs to stop!

2. Work on a Reparations program that
would help Evanston renters. They don’t
receive much help from the current
program.

3. Set up a new fund to help folks facing
eviction due to unpaid property taxes.
Make tax grants so they don’t lose their
homes

4. Work to help those who have already
left Evanston. Long-term damage has
been done.

5. Require Education on Evanston's history
of exclusion and segregation to be
included in both school district
curriculums.

6. Open a Fifth Ward School
7. Engage with Northwestern

Look into their history of
discrimination, and influence on
Evanston housing practices. Engage
with student groups that would help
do the research and promote
reparations.
Tap NU School of Education and
Social Policy to help launch (and pay
for by raising money) a 5th ward
school, as a “lab school” testing
progressive practices. Work with NU
to help solve the educational gap in
Evanston.

8. Library to sponsor citywide book
discussions on appropriate books. Hold
a similar discussion at Levy Center.

9. Set up a free shuttle to the library and
other important cultural sites.


